Demographics, insurance coverage, and utilization of medical services in newly diagnosed prostate cancer: data from caPSURE.
This study was conducted to identify factors that might influence access to medical services by patients with prostate cancer. The sample comprised 1882 patients who underwent radical prostatectomy and received at least six months of posttreatment follow-up. The investigators found that the type of insurance coverage significantly influenced the number of visits to general practitioners, mental health professionals, and oncologists. However, visits to urologists, nurse practitioners, or alternative-therapy providers were not influenced by type of insurance coverage. Moreover, race, risk profile, and education were significantly correlated with utilization of health services by these patients. The influence of demographic features and insurance coverage on health care utilization by patients with prostate cancer should be further explored.